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Research Questions

!

How are archivists portrayed in film?

!

Can specific stereotypes be identified?

!

Is there a lack of distinction between archivists and other
information professionals in film?

Literature Review
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Librarians in pop culture
!
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Archivists in pop culture
!
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Cox (1993), Craig (1995), Aldred, Burr and Park (2007),
Buckley (2008)

Archivists and identity
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Walker & Lawson (1993) and Acerro (2001)

Jimerson (1989), Hinding (1993), Wallot (1996 )

Is there a clear stereotype presented in the literature ?
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Definition of Terms: Archivist
!

The Association of Canadian Archivists (ACA) defines archivists as, “…
work[ing] as part of government, corporations, museums, libraries,
historical societies and many other groups to control and preserve the
recorded memory of these organizations.”

!

Tasks associated with archivists include appraisal, arrangement and
description, preservation, reference, and outreach, among others. For
the purposes of this study, emphasis was placed on the tasks of
archivists rather than their job title in identifying reel archivists.

Definition of Terms: Archives

!

The Association of Canadian Archivists (ACA) definition of archives
is: “An archives works to acquire, preserve, and make available
material collected under the terms of a particular mandate.”
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There are many types of archives and they may contain records in a
variety of formats.
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In the Name of the Father (1993) and The Nasty Girl (1990)

Watermelon Woman (1996) and Rollerball (1975)
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Carolina Skeletons (1991), Erin Brockovich (2000) and Just Cause (1995)
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donors, researchers and future archivists
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Conclusion

!

Although it is positive that archives and archivists are portrayed
in a variety of films, the lack of consistent image suggests a lack
of professional identity

Lack of Identity: Avengers(1998)
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